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Developing a pleasant non-native accent
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	[1]  Pleasant non-native accent

(   articulation of phonemes

(   word stress

(   strong and weak forms

(   intonation

(   voice projection

(   language accuracy

(   sounding natural, at ease, confident
	[2]  How to work on it

(   How many syllables?

(   Where is the stress?

(   Backward build-up drill

(   Put the word in a language chunk

(   Intonation: rising / falling

	[3]  Why work on it

(   ability to hear

(   practice by doing
(   lexical approach 
(observe - hypothesise - experiment)

(   students want it
	[4]  Obstacles and suggestions

(   any accent tolerated

(   time invested vs result observed  

· www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/gra

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/grammar/pron/" \t "_parent" mmar/pron/
· Google: "headway oup"

· self video- and audio-recording

· reading aloud, check pronunciation of words that you already know

(   teachers’ confidence


	

	
	My name is _______________________________________ . 

	
	

	
	I'm ___________ years old. 

	
	

	
	I'm male / female. 

	
	

	
	I come from ___________________________________ . 

	
	

	
	My first language is _______________________________ . 

	
	

	
	Which of these goals is the most important to you? 

	
	Write 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 in each box. 1=the most important

	
	

	
	
	I would like to be able to write in English at a native level.

	
	
	

	
	
	I would like to sound like a native speaker of English.

	
	
	

	
	
	I would like to be fluent in all the grammar rules of English.

	
	
	

	
	
	I would like to know the English vocabulary at a native level.

	
	
	

	
	
	I would like to be completely fluent and comfortable when

	
	
	speaking English.

	
	
	I would like to understand everything I hear in English.
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Tips
--> The teacher's job involves selecting language chunks that are worth memorising.
--> Whenever possible instead of memorising paralanguage, the students should memorise language.
--> Students find it motivating if we tell them that they have a nice accent - of course we should only say it if we really mean it.
--> The teacher's job is to weigh up what sorts of activities students can do on their own, and where the teacher is really necessary.
--> Learning a language needs to engage motor skills - therefore classroom activities should resemble the training that actors undergo.
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A popular adaptation of Edgar Dale's Cone of Experience (Dale 1946). Dale's original proposition did not use percentage values.
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